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Xo sir I dont know that
Who then
i krw why he was at the gate at

that It was to meet a woman
a woman

T r

ATt h woman
I cwt give you her name sir but-

I r r pvp you the initiate Her Jnl-

tuiis L L
Iffl da you know this Barry

n rlr Henry your uncle had a
Itt r flit morntog H l usually

many letters fer he was a
nor i snap well kiwwn for hte

IK that ereryene who w u-

m trubut M te to him

But that morning us It chanced there
this one letter so I took the

of It It was tram
wmb Tracey and It aifdruwod-

jn A nnnn band-
Y r-

j Mr I thought o more of the
matt r and never have dene
had ir n t bn for y w a Only a

v v ki Ago WM caning out
Sir thanes had never been

h 1 since hie death and she found
a of a teamed letter In the

back f the grate The greater part
f it was charred to piece but one

Jlttu Mip the end of a page hung to

BHhr nd the writing could still be

red though it wee gray on a black
croumi It teemed to m to be a post-

script the ead of the Utter and It
TleaM please a you are a ge-

ntian burn this letter and be at the
by 10 oclock Beneath it were

inf4 the initiate L L
Have you that slip
Xo air it cramMed alt to biter after
moved It

Had Sir Chart received any other
letters in the frame wrltlngr

Well I took no particular no
of his letters I should not

rure thta one only it happened to-

me alone
And you have no idea who L L Is

No air No wora than you have
But 1 expect if we could lay our hands
upon that lady we should know more

about Sir Charted death
I cannot Barrymore-

how y u came to conceal this import
ant information

sir It was Immediately after
that our own trouble came to us And

then again air we were both of us very
fund Sir Charles as we well might
be considering all that he has done for
u To rake this up couldnt help our
poor and Its well to go care
fully when theres a lady in the case
Even best of us

You thought It might injure his rep-

utation
Well air I thought no good pbuld

come of it But now you have been
kind to ui and I feel as if It would-

be treating you unfairly not to tell you
all that I know about the matter

Very good Barrymore you can go
When thj butler had left us Sir Henry
turned to me Well Watson
you think of this new
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So I think If wtffBfl only trace
L L It should clear up whole bust
new We have ruined that muoh We
know tfeat there ia some one who has
the tack if we can only find her What
do you think we should do

Let Holmes know all about it at
once It will give him the clue for
which he has been seeking I am
much mistaken if it does not bring him
down

I went at once to my room and drew
up report of the mornings conver-
sation for Holmes It was evident to
me that he had been very busy of tote
for the notes which I had from Baker
street were few and short with no
comments upon the information which-
I had supplied and hardly any refer-
ence to my mission No doubt bl
blackmailing case ia absorbing all us
faculties And yet this new factor must
surely arrest his attention and renew
his interest I wish that he were here

Oct 17 AH day today the rain
poured down rustling on the ivy and
dripping from the eaves I thought of
the convict out upon the bleak cold
heiterlew moor Poor devil What-
ever hi crimes he has suffered

to atone for them And then I
thought of that other face In
the the figure agalnSt the moon

h io out In that deluge the
uwMen Matcher the man of darkness-
in the evening I put on my waterproof
and I walked far the sodden moor
Sufi of dart Imaginings the rain beat
ng upon my face and the wind whistl-
ing about my God help those who
wander Into the great mire now for
even the nrm uplandr are becoming

l found the black tor upon
bleb I had seen the solitary watcher

and from Its craggy summit I looked
out myself acmes the melancholy
JOWM Rain squalls drifted across their

t and the heavy slateco-
lw rlnudu hung low over the land

P trailing 1R gray wreaths down
th ta t tic hills In the

distant hollow OR the left half hidden
the
lwrvme hall me above the trees

I could we only those pre

of

before

r
A lkd I was overtaken by

the outlying term house of
He attentive

th a day Passedt he has not tailed at the tall to
ve were getting on He insisted

in lift homeward I found
h ever the disappear

i on to the moor and had never
hark I leave Mm such eensola-

n n T might but I thought ofther-t n Ortl-
v that to win tee his little dog

in

said I as
jrtiJM the rough I sup

people living within

Hardly any I think
an you tell me the name of

a are
Hr thought for a few momentsv said he There are a few

KVI and laboring folk for whom
t anewer but among the farmers

there te no initials
Watt a bit though he
a There is Laura

are L Lbut she
in Ooombe Trucey

t her I asked
is Fraaklands daughter

Old Praflkhind the crank
warned n artist

moor He preYed to be a black
her The fault

what I hear may not have been
entirely o e side H r father re-
xwed to have anything to do with her

my

onethe
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lid ot

by mot the two thin towers ot
They the only signs ot human ute

sawhtnrk huts which lay thickly
of the hUlL Nowhere

there any trace that lonely man
horn I had seen pa the same spot two
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because she had married without his
consent and perhaps for one or two
other reasons or well So between the
old sinner and the young one the girl
limy had a pretty bad time

How does she live
I fancy old Frankland allows her a

pittance but it cannot be more for his
own are considerably involved
Whatever she may have deserved one
could not allow her to go hopelessly to
the bad Her story got about and sev-

eral of the people here did something-
to enable her to earn an honest living
Stapleton did for one and Sir Charles
for another I gave a trifle myself It
was to set her up In a typewriting busi-

ness
He wanted to know the object of my

inquiries but I managed to satisfy his
curiosity without telling him too much
for there is no reasop why we should
take any one into our confidence To
morrow morning I shall fled my way
te Coombe Tracey and if I can see this
Sirs Laura Lyons of equivocal repu
tation a long step will have been made
toward clearing one incident In this
chain of mysteries I am certainly de

of the serpent for
when proaeed his questions to
an Inconvenient extent 1 asked him
casually to what type Franklands skull
belonged and so beard nothing but
eranlOlogy fer the rest of our drive I
have not lived for years with Sherlock
Holmes for nothing

I have only one other Incident to
record upon this tempestuous and mel
aneholy day This was my conversa-
tion with Barrymore just now which
gives me one more strong card which I
can in due time

Mortimer had stayed dinner and
he and the baronet played ecarte after
ward The butler brought me my coffee
Into the library and I took the chance
to ask him a few questions

Well said I has this precious
of yours departed or is he stilt

lurking out yonder
I dont know sir I hope to heaven

that he has gone for he has brought
nothing but trouble here Ive not
heard of him since I left out food for
him last and that was three days ago

Did you see him then
No sir but the food was gone when

next I went that way
Then he was certainly there
So you would think sir unless It

was the other man who took It
I sat with my coffee cup halfway to

my lips and stared at Barrymore
You know that there is another man

thenYes sir there is another man upon
the moor

Have you seen him
No sir
How do you knowof him then
Selden told me of him sir a week

ago or more HesIn hiding too but
hes not a convict as far as I can make
out I dont like It Dr tell
you straight sir that I dont like it
He spoke with a sudden passion of
earnestness

Now listen to me Barrymore J
have no interest in this matter but
that of you rjwastSjf come here
withno object except to hftnhlm Tell

to
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me frankly what It is that you dont
likeBarrymore hesitated for a moment-
as it he regretted his outburst 01

found it difficult to express his own
feelings In words

Us all these goingson sir h
cried at last waving his hand toward
the rainlashed window which faced
moor Theres foul play

theres black villainy brewing t
that Ill swear Very glad I should be
sir to see Sir Henry on his way bacl
to London again

But what Is It that alarms you
Look at Sir Charles death Thai

was bad enough for all that the cor-
oner said Look at the noises on
moor at night Theres not a mar
would cross it after sundown If he was
paid for it Look at this stranger hid
ing out yonder and watching and

Whats he waiting for What
does it mean It no good t

of the name of BaTikervllle
and very glad I shall be to be quit
it all on the day that Sir Henrys new
servants are ready to take over
hallBut about this stranger said I

Can you tell me anything about him
What did Selden say Did he find out
where he hid or what he was doing

He saw him once or twice but h-

Is a deep one and gives nothing away
At first he thought that he was the po
lice but soon he found that he
some lay of his own A kind of

he was as far ns he could see
but what he was dolps he could not
make out

And where did he say that h

livedAmong the old houses on the hill
stone huts where the old folk

used to live
But how about his food
Selden found out that he has got a

lad who works for him and brings him
all he needs I dare say he goes t
Coombe Tracey for what he wants

Very good Barrymore We may talk
further of this some other time When
the butler had gone I walked over to
the black window and I looked through-
a blurred pdne at the driving clouds
and at the tossing outline of the wind
swept trees It Is a wild night In
doors and what must it be In a stone
hut upon the moor What passion ol
hatred pan It be which leads a man to
lurk In such a place at such a time
And what deep and earnest purpose
can he have which calls for such a

trial There In that hut upon the
moor seems to lie the very center ol

that problem which has vexed me sc
sorely I swear that another day shall
not have passed before I have done all
that man can do to reach the heart ol
the mystery

The extract from mv private diary
which forms the last chapter has
brought my narrative up to the 18th
of October a time when these strange
vents began to move swiftly towards
their terrible conclusion The Incidents
sf the next few days are Indelibly
graven upon my recollection and I

them without reference to the
notes at the time art thou
from succeeded that
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upon Kadtestabllshed two facts
importance the Mrs

Lyons of Tracey had
written to Sir Charles Baakeryillfe nd
made an appointment with him at the
very place and hour that he met his
death the other that the lurking man
upon the moor was to be found among
the stone huts upon the hillside With
these two facts In my possession I felt
that either my intelligence or my cour
ale must be deficient 1C I could not
throw some further light upon those
dark places t

I had no opportunity to tell the
baronet what I had about Mrs
Lyons upon the evening before for
Dr Mortimer remained with him at
cards until it was very late At

however informed him about
my discovery and whether
he would care to accompany me to
Coombe Tracey At first he was very
eager to come but on second thoughts
it seemed to both of p that It I
went alone the results might be bet-

ter The more formal we made the
visit the less information we might
obtain I left there-
fore not without some prickings of
conscience and drove off upon my new
quest

When I reached Coombe Tracey I
told Perkins to put up the horses arid
I made the lady wbom I
had come to Interrogate I had no
difficulty In finding her rooms
were central and well appointed A
maid showed me In ceremony
and as I entered the room a
lady who was sitting before a Rem
ington typewriter sprang up with a
pleasant welcome Her face

h

asked him
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fell however when she saw that I was
a stranger and she sat down again
and asked me the object of

The first Impression left by Mrs
Lyons was one of extreme beauty Her
eyes and hair were of the same rich
hazel color and her cheeks though
considerably freckled were flushed
with the exquisite bloom of the bru
nette the dainty pink which lurks at
the heart of the sulphur rose Ad
miration was I repeat the first im
pression But the second was criti
cism There was something subtly
wrong with the face some coarseness-
of expression some hardness perhaps
of eye some looseness of lips which
marred its beauty But these
of course are afterthoughts At the
moment I was simply conscious that
I was lit the presence of a very

woman and that she was
me the reasons for my visit I

had not quite understood until that
Instant how delicate my mission was

I have the pleasure said I of
knowing your father

It was a clumsy introduction and the
made me feel it-

t There is nothing In common be
tween ms father and me she said
I owe him nothing and his friends

are not mine If it were not for the
late Sir Charles Baskerville and some
other kind hearts I might have starved
for all that my father cared-

It was about the late Sir Charles
Baskerville that I have come here to
see you

The freckles started out on the ladys
faceWhat can I tell you about him
she asked and her fingers played nerv
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hand-
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ously over the stops of her typewriter-
You knew him did you not-
I have already said that I a

great deal to his kindness If I am
able to support myself it is largely due
to the Interest which he took in my un-
happy situation

Did you correspond with him
The lady looked quickly up with an

angry gleam in her hazel eyes
What is the object of these ques-

tions she asked sharply
The object Is to avoid a public scan

dal It is better that I should ask
them here than that the matter should
pass outside our control

She was silent and her face was still
very pale At last looked up with
something reckless and defiant In her
manner

Well Ill answer she said What
are your questions-

Did you correspond with Sir
Charles

I certainly wrote to him once or
twice to acknowledge his delicacy and
his generosity

Have you the dates of those let
tersNO

Have you ever met him
Yes once or twice came

Into Coombe Tracey He was a very
retiring man and he preferred to do
good by stealth

But It you saw him so seldom and
wrote so seldom how did he know
enough about your affairs to be able
to help you as you say that he has
done

She met my difficulty with the ut
most readiness

There were several gentlemen who

owe

t
when he

She
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knew my sad history and united to
help me One was Mr Stapleton a
neighbor and intimate friend of Sir
Charles He was exceedingly kind
and It was through him that Sir
Charles learned about my affairs

I knew already that Sir Charles Bas
kerville had made Stpleton his al
moner upon several occasions so the
laflys statement bore the Impress of
truth upon it

Did you ever write to Sir Charles
asking him to meet you I continued

Mrs Lyons flushed with anger again
Really sir this is a very extraor-

dinary question
I am sorry madame but I must re-

peat
Then I answer certainly not
Not on the very day of Sir Charles

death
The flush had faded in an Instarit

and a deathly face was before me liar
dry lips could not speak the Xa
which I saw hoard

Surely your memory deceives you
said I I could even quote a passage
of your letter It ran Please please
as you are a gentleman burn this let-
ter and be at the gate by 10 ocloak

I thought that she had
she recovered herself by a supreme ef
fortIs there no such thing as a gentle
man she gasped

You do Sir Charles an injustice He
did burn the letter But sometimes a
letter may be legible even when
burned You acknowledge now that
you wrote It

Yes I did write it she cried
out her soul In a torrent of words

1 did write It Why should I deny it
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